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replace mill-cloth with village-spun Khadi, and mill-
husked rice with hand-husked, unpolished rice, and
white sugar with village-made gur. These I have taken
merely as samples already mentioned in these columns.
I have mentioned them again to deal with the difficult-
ies that have been mentioned by those who have been
discussing the question with me.

Harijan,  25-l~'35

CHAPTER  XXVII

WHAT THE GOVERNMENT CAN DO

It is legitimate to ask what Congress Ministers will
do for Khaddar and other village industries now that
they are in office. Whether a Minister is separately
appointed or not, a department for the work is surely
necessary. In these times of scarcity of food and cloth-
ing, this department can render the greatest help. The
Ministers have experts at their disposal through the
A.LS.A. and the A.I.V.I. A. It is possible to clothe today
the whole of India in Khadi on the smallest outlay and
in the shortest time possible. Each Provincial Govern-
ment has to tell the villagers that they must manufacture
their own Khaddar for their own use. This brings in
automatic local production and distribution. And there
will undoubtedly be a surplus for the cities at least to a
certain extent which, in its turn, will reduce the pres-
sure on the local mills. The latter will then be able
to take part la supplying the want of cloth in other
parts of the world.

How can this result be brought about?